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Think for Actions welcomes Minister of 

Education David Eggen’s strategy to fight 

racism and build a more inclusive Alberta. 

 
Hate crimes against Muslims in Canada have increased by 60% from 2014 to 2015. Hate crimes 

have increased by 39% in Alberta in 2015. Muslim populations had the highest percentage of 

female hate crime victims (53%). Among Muslim women and girls, dress may heighten the 

visibility of religious identity, which in turn could be linked to the greater representation of women 

among Muslim victims. This attitude was one of the major factors that lead to the death of six and 

injured 19 others when Alexandre Bissonnette opened fire in a Quebec Masjid on January 30, 

2017. 

 
When Iqra Khalid, a member of parliament, tabled a motion before the House of Commons called 
Motion M103, she received more than 61,000 hate messages in 48 hours. Now, we witness 
death threats targeting Calgary school trustee candidate, Nimra Amjad. There has been an 
increase in anti Muslim / Islam rallies across the country and specially in Calgary.  
 
Chair person for the national think tank, Think for Actions, Dr. Mukarram Zaidi says, “Sound 
research, open dialog and discussion will challenge ignorance by addressing fear”.  
 
The Canadian Community Engagement Study was undertaken to understand the level of 

communication between Canadians Muslims and their fellow Canadians. The survey closed with 

1048 responses (Data collected from March 13 to August 12, 2017). 

 
The results from the study will be shared at The Unity Conference: Stronger together – Strength 
in Diversity on September 16th 2017 at the University of Calgary. Dr. Zaidi said, “The 
conference aims to deconstruct Islamophobia / alienation by educating Canadian and Canadian 
Muslim institutions on the roots, effects and remedies to discrimination, marginalization, and 
systemic racism.” 
 
Tickets can be bought at: 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-unity-conference-tickets-36… 

 
Contact: 
Dr. Mukarram Zaidi 
mzaidi@nosm.ca 
For more information: http://thinkforactions.com  
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